
Where Charter School Policy Fails: A
Comprehensive Analysis
Charter schools have emerged as a controversial topic in the educational
landscape. While proponents advocate for their increased autonomy and
flexibility, critics raise concerns about accountability, equity, and academic
outcomes. This article presents a comprehensive analysis of the failures of
charter school policy, drawing upon research evidence and examining
various aspects of charter school operations. By exploring these
shortcomings, we can gain a deeper understanding of the areas where
charter school policy needs improvement to ensure a more equitable and
effective educational system for all students.

1. Lack of Accountability and Transparency

One of the primary concerns with charter schools is their lack of
accountability. Unlike traditional public schools, charter schools often
operate with limited oversight and transparency. This autonomy can lead to
a lack of accountability for academic outcomes, financial mismanagement,
and ethical violations.
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Research has shown that charter schools are less likely to be held
accountable for poor academic performance than traditional public schools.
A study by the Center for Research on Education Outcomes (CREDO)
found that "charter schools are no more effective than traditional public
schools, and in some cases, they are less effective." Additionally, a report
by the National Education Policy Center (NEPC) revealed that charter
schools "have been shown to have lower student achievement than
traditional public schools, on average."

Furthermore, charter schools often operate with a lack of transparency.
They may refuse to disclose financial information, making it difficult to
assess their financial health and spending practices. This lack of
transparency undermines public trust and raises concerns about potential
conflicts of interest.

2. Inequitable Distribution and Access

Charter schools have been criticized for their inequitable distribution and
lack of access for all students. Critics argue that charter schools tend to be
concentrated in affluent areas, leaving low-income and minority students
with fewer options for quality education.

A report by the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) found that charter schools are "more likely to be located
in high-poverty areas, serve a disproportionately high number of students
of color, and have higher rates of suspension and expulsion than traditional
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public schools." Additionally, a study by the Education Law Center found
that "charter schools are more likely to deny admission to students with
disabilities and English language learners."

This inequitable distribution and lack of access create a two-tiered
educational system, where students from affluent backgrounds have
access to better charter schools, while low-income and minority students
are left with underfunded and overcrowded traditional public schools.

3. Teacher Quality and Working Conditions

Another concern with charter schools is the quality of teachers and working
conditions. Charter schools often hire teachers with less experience and
lower qualifications than traditional public schools. This can lead to lower
student achievement and higher teacher turnover rates.

A study by the National Education Association (NEA) found that "charter
school teachers are more likely to be uncertified, have lower levels of
education, and have less experience than traditional public school
teachers." Additionally, the report found that "charter school teachers are
more likely to work longer hours, have larger class sizes, and have fewer
resources than traditional public school teachers."

These poor working conditions can lead to high turnover rates, which can
disrupt student learning and create a lack of continuity in curriculum and
instruction.

4. Insufficient Funding and Financial Instability

Charter schools often face challenges with funding. They rely heavily on
government funding, which can be unpredictable and insufficient. This



financial instability can affect the quality of education provided by charter
schools.

A report by the Center for Public Education (CPE) found that "charter
schools receive less funding than traditional public schools, on average."
Additionally, the report found that "charter schools are more likely to rely on
private funding, which can be unstable and can lead to conflicts of interest."

This lack of funding can lead to overcrowded classrooms, insufficient
resources, and difficulty attracting and retaining qualified teachers.

5. Lack of Effective Governance and Oversight

Charter schools often lack effective governance and oversight. They may
be governed by unelected boards that are not accountable to the public.
This can lead to a lack of transparency, accountability, and responsiveness
to community needs.

A study by the National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE)
found that "charter schools are often governed by boards that are not
representative of the communities they serve." Additionally, the report found
that "charter school boards are more likely to be dominated by individuals
with business or political connections."

This lack of effective governance and oversight can lead to a lack of
accountability, financial mismanagement, and a failure to meet the
educational needs of the community.

The failures of charter school policy have significant implications for our
educational system. The lack of accountability, inequitable distribution, poor



teacher quality, insufficient funding, and lack of effective governance and
oversight undermine the potential of charter schools to provide a quality
education for all students.

To address these failures and improve
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