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: The Genesis of Ur Oberon Modern Plays

In the vibrant landscape of contemporary theater, Ur Oberon Modern Plays
stands as a beacon of experimentalism and audacious creativity. Founded
by the visionary director and playwright Matthew Stavros, this collective has
emerged as a crucible for pushing the boundaries of dramatic expression,
challenging traditional theater conventions and exploring the uncharted
territories of postmodern drama.

Stavros, a multifaceted artist renowned for his unconventional approach,
established Ur Oberon Modern Plays in 1998. The company's name is an
homage to the legendary Oberon, the mischievous king of the fairies in
Shakespeare's "A Midsummer Night's Dream." The moniker reflects
Stavros's aspiration to create a realm of theatrical possibility, unbounded by
the confines of the familiar and embracing the whimsy and magic of the
unknown.
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Artistic Vision: Exploring the Postmodern Landscape

Ur Oberon Modern Plays' artistic vision is deeply rooted in the tenets of
postmodernism, a philosophical and cultural movement that emerged in the
latter half of the 20th century. Postmodernism celebrates fragmentation,
subjectivity, and the rejection of grand narratives. These concepts
permeate the works produced by Ur Oberon, challenging audiences to
question their assumptions and embrace the fluidity and uncertainty of our
contemporary world.

Stavros's plays often delve into themes of identity, memory, and the
interplay between reality and illusion. He employs a fragmented, non-linear
narrative style, mirroring the fractured nature of postmodern experience.
His characters are often complex and enigmatic, wrestling with existential
questions and grappling with the complexities of their own identities.

Innovative Techniques: Blurring Boundaries

Ur Oberon Modern Plays is renowned for its pioneering use of innovative
techniques that blur the lines between theater, performance art, and other
artistic disciplines. Stavros incorporates elements of dance, music, and
visual arts into his productions, creating immersive and multisensory
experiences that challenge traditional notions of spectatorship.

The company's productions often feature experimental staging,
unconventional lighting design, and unique sound compositions. Stavros
creates environments that are both visually stunning and emotionally
charged, transporting audiences to otherworldly realms where the
boundaries of imagination dissolve.

Notable Productions: Pushing Limits, Expanding Horizons



Ur Oberon Modern Plays has produced a diverse range of groundbreaking
productions that have left an indelible mark on the contemporary theater
landscape. Among the company's most acclaimed works are:

"The Birth of Tragedy: The Fall of Man" (2003): A reimagining of
Nietzsche's seminal philosophical work, this production explores the
origins of art, the nature of human suffering, and the Dionysian spirit.

"The Love of the Nightingale" (2007): Based on Oscar Wilde's fairy
tale, this play delves into the complexities of love, longing, and the
transformative power of beauty.

"The Book of Daniel" (2012): A meditation on the nature of faith,
belief, and the fragility of the human condition, inspired by the biblical
story of Daniel.

Artistic Collaborators: A Tapestry of Creative Vision

Stavros has assembled a remarkable ensemble of artists who share his
passion for experimental theater and push the boundaries of creativity.
Among the frequent collaborators of Ur Oberon Modern Plays are:

Actors: Stavros collaborates with a diverse group of actors, including
veterans of the stage and screen, as well as emerging talents. Their
performances are characterized by intensity, vulnerability, and a deep
understanding of the postmodern aesthetic.

Choreographers: Dance plays a vital role in Ur Oberon's productions.
Stavros works closely with choreographers to create movement
sequences that are both visually captivating and emotionally resonant.

Composers: Original music is an integral part of Ur Oberon's
productions. Stavros collaborates with composers who create



atmospheric and evocative sound compositions that enhance the
emotional impact of the performances.

Legacy and Impact: Shaping Contemporary Theater

Ur Oberon Modern Plays has left an enduring legacy on contemporary
theater, inspiring a new generation of artists and broadening the horizons of
dramatic expression. The company's experimental approach and
willingness to challenge conventions have made it a touchstone for those
seeking to push the boundaries of the art form.

Stavros's work has been recognized with numerous awards and accolades.
He is a recipient of the prestigious Obie Award for Outstanding Direction
and the CalArts Alumnus of the Year Award. His work has been presented
at leading international theater festivals, including the Edinburgh Festival
Fringe and the Venice Biennale.

: A Catalyst for Innovation

Ur Oberon Modern Plays stands as a testament to the transformative
power of experimental theater. Under the visionary leadership of Matthew
Stavros, the company has created a body of work that is both provocative
and profound, challenging audiences to question their perceptions and
embrace the complexities of the postmodern world. As a catalyst for
innovation, Ur Oberon Modern Plays continues to inspire and push the
boundaries of artistic expression, paving the way for the future of theater.
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