
The Awakening As Told By The Boys
A Long-Overdue Exploration of Masculinity in Kate Chopin's
Celebrated Novel

Kate Chopin's groundbreaking masterpiece, "The Awakening," has
captivated readers for over a century with its nuanced portrayal of Edna
Pontellier's journey towards self-discovery and fulfillment. However, the
narrative has predominantly focused on the female experience, leaving the
perspectives of the male characters largely unexplored. This article aims to
rectify this imbalance by delving into the Awakening as told by the boys:
Robert Lebrun, Alcée Arobin, and Victor Lebrun.

Robert Lebrun: The Conflicted Protector

Robert, Edna's husband, embodies the traditional Victorian male archetype:
a breadwinner and protector. Yet, beneath his stoic demeanor lies a
complex struggle between his love for Edna and his adherence to societal
expectations. The awakening of Edna's desires challenges his
complacency, forcing him to confront his own suppressed emotions and
fears.
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Screen Reader : Supported

As the narrative unfolds, Robert's protectiveness transforms into a
possessive need to control Edna's life. He resents her newfound
independence, seeing it as a threat to his authority. However, his love for
her remains unyielding, and he is torn between his desire to keep her close
and his inability to understand her changing nature.

Alcée Arobin: The Charismatic Lothario

Alcée, a charismatic and charming womanizer, represents the seductive
allure of the forbidden. His pursuit of Edna awakens her suppressed
desires, liberating her from the constraints of her marriage. Yet, Alcée's true
nature is revealed when Edna's awakening threatens his carefree lifestyle.

Lacking the depth and complexity of Robert's love, Alcée's interest in Edna
is primarily driven by physical attraction. He sees her as a conquest, a
temporary diversion in his endless pursuit of pleasure. As Edna grows
increasingly independent, Alcée's desire wanes, exposing the shallowness
of his affections.

Victor Lebrun: The Complex Bystander

Victor, Robert's son, initially appears as a detached and almost invisible
character. However, as the narrative progresses, his growing awareness of
the tensions within the family adds a profound layer to the story. Victor's
perspective offers a unique vantage point from which to observe the male
characters' struggles.
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Victor's youthful innocence allows him to see through the facades of his
elders. He witnesses the conflicts and emotions that tear his family apart,
but his inability to fully comprehend them leaves him feeling isolated and
lost. Through Victor's eyes, we glimpse the complex interplay between
love, societal expectations, and the elusive search for fulfillment.

The Impact of Gender Roles

"The Awakening" not only exposes the constraints imposed by gender roles
on women but also sheds light on the limitations faced by men. Robert is
burdened by the weight of patriarchal expectations, while Alcée is trapped
in the shallow pursuit of pleasure. Both characters struggle to find authentic
expression within the confines of their prescribed roles.

Victor's outsider perspective highlights the damaging effects of these roles
on both genders. His isolation and inability to connect with his family stem
from a lack of understanding of his own place in society. "The Awakening"
challenges the notion that gender roles are inherently beneficial,
suggesting instead that they can stifle personal growth and lead to a
profound sense of loneliness.

By exploring the perspectives of the male characters in "The Awakening,"
we gain a deeper understanding of the complexities of gender roles and
relationships. Robert, Alcée, and Victor represent a spectrum of
masculinity, from the traditional protector to the seductive lothario to the
detached bystander. Their struggles and experiences humanize the male
characters and add a new dimension to Chopin's timeless masterpiece.

This exploration of the Awakening as told by the boys not only expands our
understanding of the novel but also provides valuable insights into the



enduring challenges and complexities of masculinity. By shedding light on
the inner lives of these characters, we gain a more comprehensive view of
the human experience and the multifaceted nature of love, desire, and self-
discovery.
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