
Super Friends (1976-1981): A Comprehensive
Guide to the Dynamic Superhero Team
Super Friends was an iconic animated television series that aired from
1976 to 1981 on ABC. The series featured a team of superheroes from the
DC Comics universe, including Superman, Batman, Wonder Woman,
Aquaman, Green Lantern, The Flash, Hawkman, and Hawkgirl. Super
Friends was a groundbreaking series that introduced many young viewers
to the world of DC Comics superheroes and helped to popularize the
superhero genre.

History

Super Friends was created by Hanna-Barbera Productions, the animation
studio behind such classic cartoons as The Flintstones, Scooby-Doo, and
The Jetsons. The series was developed by William Hanna and Joseph
Barbera, who had previously worked on the animated series Super Friends:
The Legendary Super Powers Show.
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Super Friends premiered on ABC on September 11, 1976. The series was
an immediate hit with viewers and quickly became one of the most popular
animated shows on television. Super Friends aired for five seasons, with a
total of 91 episodes produced. The series ended its run on December 26,
1981.

Characters

The Super Friends team consisted of the following superheroes:

* Superman: The Man of Steel, Superman is the leader of the Super
Friends and one of the most powerful superheroes in the world. * Batman:
The Caped Crusader, Batman is a master detective and martial artist who
uses his gadgets and intelligence to fight crime. * Wonder Woman: The
Amazon Princess, Wonder Woman is a powerful warrior and a skilled
diplomat. * Aquaman: The King of the Seven Seas, Aquaman can control
water and communicate with marine life. * Green Lantern: The Emerald
Knight, Green Lantern is a space cop who uses his power ring to create
constructs of light. * The Flash: The Scarlet Speedster, The Flash can run
at superhuman speeds and vibrate his molecules to pass through solid
objects. * Hawkman: The Winged Warrior, Hawkman is an alien prince who
uses his Nth metal wings and mace to fight crime. * Hawkgirl: The Winged
Warrior, Hawkgirl is Hawkman's wife and partner in crime-fighting. *
Cyborg: The Cyborg, Cyborg is a half-human, half-machine superhero who
uses his cybernetic enhancements to fight crime. * Apache Chief: The
Apache Chief, Apache Chief is a Native American superhero who uses his
tracking skills and archery skills to fight crime. * Samurai: The Samurai,
Samurai is a Japanese superhero who uses his swordsmanship and
martial arts skills to fight crime. * Black Vulcan: The Black Vulcan, Black
Vulcan is an African-American superhero who uses his super strength and



fire powers to fight crime. * Rima the Jungle Girl: The Rima the Jungle Girl,
Rima is a jungle girl who uses her knowledge of the jungle and her animal
friends to fight crime. * Gleek the Monkey: The Gleek the Monkey, Gleek is
a purple monkey who uses his acrobatics and intelligence to fight crime. *
Zan and Jayna: The Zan and Jayna, Zan and Jayna are twin superheroes
from the planet Exxor who use their telepathic powers and super strength
to fight crime.

Episodes

Super Friends featured a wide variety of episodes, ranging from crime-
fighting adventures to science fiction stories to social issue episodes. Some
of the most memorable episodes include:

* "The Super Friends Meet the Prankster" (Season 1, Episode 1): The
Super Friends must stop the Prankster, a villain who uses his gadgets to
play pranks on the people of Metropolis. * "The Super Friends vs. Lex
Luthor" (Season 1, Episode 2): The Super Friends must stop Lex Luthor
from stealing the plans for a new weapon from S.T.A.R. Labs. * "The Super
Friends vs. the Legion of Doom" (Season 1, Episode 3): The Super Friends
must stop the Legion of Doom, a group of supervillains who are trying to
conquer the world. * "The Super Friends vs. the Time Bandits" (Season 2,
Episode 1): The Super Friends must stop the Time Bandits, a group of
time-traveling criminals who are trying to steal the world's history. * "The
Super Friends vs. the Weather Master" (Season 2, Episode 2): The Super
Friends must stop the Weather Master, a villain who is using his weather-
controlling powers to cause chaos around the world. * "The Super Friends
vs. the Cosmic Crusaders" (Season 3, Episode 1): The Super Friends must
stop the Cosmic Crusaders, a group of alien superheroes who are trying to
conquer Earth. * "The Super Friends vs. the Brain" (Season 3, Episode 2):



The Super Friends must stop the Brain, a villain who is using his telepathic
powers to control the minds of the world's leaders. * "The Super Friends vs.
the Secret Society of Super Villains" (Season 4, Episode 1): The Super
Friends must stop the Secret Society of Super Villains, a group of
supervillains who are trying to destroy the Super Friends and take over the
world. * "The Super Friends vs. the Darkseid" (Season 4, Episode 2): The
Super Friends must stop Darkseid, the ruler of the planet Apokolips, who is
trying to conquer Earth. * "The Super Friends vs. the Black Adam" (Season
5, Episode 1): The Super Friends must stop Black Adam, an ancient
Egyptian villain who is trying to use his powers to conquer the world. * "The
Super Friends: The Legend of Wonder Woman" (Season 5, Episode 2):
The Super Friends travel to Wonder Woman's homeland of Themyscira to
help her defeat the evil witch Circe.

Impact

Super Friends was a groundbreaking series that had a major impact on
popular culture. The series introduced many young viewers to the world of
DC Comics superheroes and helped to popularize the superhero genre.
Super Friends also helped to create a sense of unity among children of all
races and backgrounds, as the team of superheroes included members
from all over the world.

Super Friends has been praised for its positive messages about teamwork,
friendship, and diversity. The series has also been criticized for its simplistic
plots and animation. However, despite these criticisms, Super Friends
remains a beloved classic that continues to be enjoyed by fans of all ages.

Legacy



Super Friends has had a lasting legacy in popular culture. The series has
been adapted into several comic books, video games, and toys. Super
Friends has also been parodied in numerous shows and movies.

The Super Friends Hall of Justice, the team's headquarters, has become
an iconic landmark in popular culture. The Hall of Justice has been featured
in numerous movies, TV shows, and comic books.

The Super Friends theme song, "Super Friends Theme," has become a
classic
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