
Protect Me From the Things I Think I Want
In the realm of human desires, there lies a curious paradox: we often crave
things that, upon closer examination, turn out to be detrimental to our well-
being. It's as if a mischievous imp resides within our minds, whispering
alluring promises that lead us astray. Like moths drawn to a flame, we
pursue these objects of desire, only to find ourselves singed by their
deceptive glow.

This cognitive dissonance, where our conscious desires conflict with our
true needs, can have profound consequences. It can lead us down a path
of self-sabotage, as we prioritize fleeting pleasures over lasting fulfillment.
It can also make us vulnerable to external manipulation, as marketers and
advertisers exploit our psychological vulnerabilities to sell us products and
services that we don't truly need.
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To protect ourselves from the things we think we want, it's essential to
cultivate a discerning mind and a resilient spirit. Here are some strategies
to help you navigate the treacherous waters of desire:

1. Question Your Desires

Before you succumb to the allure of any desire, take a step back and ask
yourself some probing questions:

Why do I want this? Is it a genuine need or a fleeting whim?

What are the potential consequences of pursuing this desire? Could it
harm me or others in any way?

Is there a more fulfilling or sustainable way to meet the underlying
need that this desire represents?

By subjecting your desires to rigorous scrutiny, you can separate the wheat
from the chaff and make more informed choices.

2. Practice Mindfulness

Mindfulness is the ability to observe your thoughts and emotions without
judgment. When you practice mindfulness, you become more aware of the
subtle workings of your mind, including the fleeting desires that flicker
through your consciousness. By cultivating this heightened awareness, you
can create a space between yourself and your desires, allowing you to
make more conscious choices about how to respond to them.

3. Cultivate Your Inner Values

Your values are the guiding principles that shape your life. They represent
what's truly important to you, beyond the superficial desires of the ego. By



clarifying your values and aligning your actions with them, you can create a
strong foundation for making choices that are in harmony with your long-
term well-being.

4. Seek Support

If you find yourself struggling to resist the pull of unhealthy desires, don't
hesitate to seek support from friends, family, or a therapist. Talking to
someone who understands your challenges can provide valuable insights
and help you develop coping mechanisms.

5. Remember the Impermanence of Desire

All desires are inherently transient. No matter how intensely you crave
something, the feeling will eventually fade. By remembering this, you can
avoid becoming overly attached to your desires and make choices that are
based on a deeper understanding of the nature of reality.

Protecting yourself from the things you think you want is not about denying
yourself pleasure or joy. It's about cultivating a deeper understanding of
your true needs and making choices that align with your long-term well-
being. By questioning your desires, practicing mindfulness, and cultivating
your inner values, you can develop the discernment and resilience
necessary to navigate the treacherous waters of desire and create a life
that is truly fulfilling.
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