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Writing essays is an essential skill that students need to succeed in school
and beyond. However, for many children, the thought of writing an essay
can be daunting. As a parent, you can play a vital role in helping your child
overcome this challenge and write successful essays.

This guide will provide you with everything you need to know to help your
child write great essays, including:

= Understanding essay prompts

= Brainstorming and outlining

= Writing the essay

= Editing and revising
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Understanding Essay Prompts

The first step to writing a successful essay is to understand the prompt.
This means carefully reading and analyzing the prompt to determine what
the writer is being asked to do.

There are a few key elements to look for in an essay prompt:

= The topic: What is the essay about?
= The purpose: What is the writer trying to achieve with the essay?
= The audience: \Who is the essay intended for?

= The tone: What is the overall tone of the essay? Is it formal, informal,
serious, or humorous?

Once your child has a clear understanding of the essay prompt, they can
begin to brainstorm and outline their essay.

Brainstorming and Outlining

Brainstorming is a great way to generate ideas for your essay. Your child
can brainstorm by simply writing down any thoughts that come to mind
about the topic. Once they have a list of ideas, they can start to organize
them into an outline.

An outline is a roadmap for your essay. It will help your child stay organized
and on track as they write. There are many different ways to outline an
essay, but a simple three-part outline is a good place to start.

1. :The should grab the reader's attention and introduce the topic of the
essay. It should also include a thesis statement, which is a one-



sentence summary of the main argument of the essay.

2. Body paragraphs: The body paragraphs should provide evidence and
support for the thesis statement. Each body paragraph should focus on
one main idea.

3. :The should summarize the main points of the essay and restate the
thesis statement. It should also leave the reader with a final thought or
impression.

Once your child has created an outline, they can start writing their essay.

Writing the Essay

When writing the essay, your child should follow the outline they created in
the previous step. They should also keep the following tips in mind:

= Use strong verbs: Verbs are the workhorses of your essay. They
convey action and movement. Choose verbs that are active and
specific.

=  Write in the present tense: Unless you are writing a historical essay,
you should write your essay in the present tense. This will help your
essay sound more immediate and engaging.

= Use transitions: Transitions help to connect the different parts of your
essay and make it flow smoothly. There are many different types of
transitions, but some common ones include: however, therefore, in
addition, and finally.

= Proofread your work: Once you have finished writing your essay,
proofread it carefully for errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation.



Editing and Revising

Once your child has written a draft of their essay, they should take some
time to edit and revise it. This means checking for errors in grammar,
spelling, and punctuation. It also means making sure that the essay is well-
organized and that the arguments are clear and concise.

Here are a few tips for editing and revising an essay:

= Read your essay out loud: This will help you catch any awkward
phrasing or sentences that don't sound right.

= Ask someone else to read your essay: A fresh pair of eyes can often
spot errors that you missed.

= Take a break from your essay: It's hard to edit your work when you're
tired. If you can, take a break from your essay for a few hours or even
a day before you start editing.

Once your child has edited and revised their essay, they are ready to
submit it.

Writing essays is a valuable skill that can help your child succeed in school
and beyond. By following the tips in this guide, you can help your child write
great essays that will impress their teachers and help them achieve their
academic goals.
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