Forty Steps and Other Stories: A Journey into
the Depths of Human Nature

Immerse yourself in the profound and moving world crafted by renowned
author A.E. Coppard in his masterpiece, "Forty Steps and Other Stories."
This anthology of poignant and thought-provoking tales explores the
complexities of human nature, delving into our deepest fears, desires, and
struggles.

Forty Steps: A Journey of Redemption

"Forty Steps" is the haunting tale of a man haunted by a tragic past. As he
ascends the titular steps to confront his demons, readers are drawn into a
journey of self-discovery and redemption. Coppard's vivid descriptions of
the protagonist's inner turmoil and the eerie, atmospheric setting create a
palpable sense of suspense and introspection.
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The Higgler: A Tale of Vanity and Deception

"The Higgler" introduces us to a vain and self-absorbed young woman
named Lettice. Lettice's obsession with her appearance leads her down a
path of deception and ultimately to a tragic end. Coppard masterfully
portrays the dangers of vanity and the corrosive effects it can have on
one's soul.
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The Field of Mustard: A Metaphor for Human Existence

"The Field of Mustard" is a profound and introspective story that examines
the fleeting nature of life and the search for meaning. Through the eyes of a
young boy named Jem, Coppard explores the complexities of human
suffering, love, and the enduring power of memory.
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Dusky Ruth: A Tale of Forbidden Love

"Dusky Ruth" is a poignant and bittersweet tale of forbidden love that
crosses societal boundaries. Ruth, a Romani woman, and Paul, a young
gentleman, embark on a secret affair that threatens to tear their worlds
apart. Coppard's sensitive portrayal of this love story highlights the power
of passion while exploring the consequences of social prejudice.
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The Silver Circus: A Dreamlike Escape

"The Silver Circus" transports readers into a fantastical and dreamlike
world. A young orphan boy named Peregrine experiences a surreal
adventure when he encounters a mysterious silver circus that appears and
disappears at will. Coppard's evocative descriptions of the circus and its
inhabitants create a sense of wonder and escapism.
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A Commentary on Human Nature

"Forty Steps and Other Stories" is not merely a collection of tales but a
profound commentary on the complexities of human nature. Coppard
delves into universal themes of love, loss, redemption, and the search for
meaning. His characters are flawed, relatable, and often haunted by their
pasts or driven by their desires.

Through his masterful prose, Coppard exposes the depths of human
emotion, revealing our capacity for both great love and great cruelty. He
invites readers to contemplate the nature of good and evil, the fragility of
life, and the enduring power of human spirit.

"Forty Steps and Other Stories" is a timeless masterpiece that continues to
captivate and challenge generations of readers. A.E. Coppard's profound
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insights into human nature, his vivid storytelling, and his evocative prose
make this collection a must-read for anyone seeking to explore the
complexities of the human condition.

Immerse yourself in the haunting and thought-provoking world of "Forty
Steps and Other Stories." Discover the depths of human nature and be
forever transformed by its profound and moving tales.
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Completely Unputdownable Serial Killer
Thriller: Detectives Kane and Alton

Prepare yourself for an electrifying thrill ride with Detectives Kane and
Alton, a serial killer thriller that will consume you from the very first

page....
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Step into the Shadows of a Twisted Investigation Tana French, the
acclaimed author of the Dublin Murder Squad series, weaves a complex
and haunting tale in her gripping...
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