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Divided Expedition: A Dangerous Return

The Divided Expedition was a perilous journey undertaken by the Lewis
and Clark Expedition during the winter of 1805-1806. The expedition was
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split into two groups, with Lewis leading one group to the Pacific Ocean
and Clark leading the other group to the headwaters of the Missouri River.
The two groups were reunited in August 1806, but their return journey was
fraught with danger.
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The Expedition's Goals

The Lewis and Clark Expedition was commissioned by President Thomas
Jefferson in 1804 to explore the Louisiana Purchase and find a water route
to the Pacific Ocean. The expedition was led by Meriwether Lewis and
William Clark, and it included a diverse group of soldiers, scientists, and
frontiersmen.

The expedition set out from St. Louis, Missouri, in May 1804. The group
traveled up the Missouri River and then overland to the Pacific Ocean.
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They reached the Pacific Ocean in November 1805, and they spent the
winter there.

The Division of the Expedition

In March 1806, Lewis and Clark decided to divide the expedition into two
groups. Lewis would lead one group to the Pacific Ocean, and Clark would
lead the other group to the headwaters of the Missouri River. The two
groups were to meet up again at the mouth of the Yellowstone River in
August 1806.

Lewis's group traveled down the Columbia River to the Pacific Ocean. They
reached the ocean in November 1805, and they spent the winter there.
Clark's group traveled up the Missouri River to the headwaters of the river.
They reached the headwaters of the river in August 1806.

The Return Journey

The two groups were reunited in August 1806, and they began their return
journey to St. Louis. The return journey was fraught with danger. The group
encountered hostile Native American tribes, and they were forced to
navigate treacherous rivers and mountains.

The expedition finally reached St. Louis in September 1806. The expedition
had traveled over 8,000 miles, and it had explored a vast new territory. The
expedition's journals and maps provided valuable information about the
West, and they helped to shape the course of American history.

The Legacy of the Divided Expedition



The Divided Expedition was a perilous journey, but it was also a successful
one. The expedition explored a vast new territory, and it provided valuable
information about the West. The expedition's journals and maps helped to
shape the course of American history.

The Divided Expedition is still remembered today as one of the greatest
adventures in American history. The expedition's story is a testament to the
courage and determination of the men who undertook it.

The Impact of the Divided Expedition

The Divided Expedition had a profound impact on the United States. The
expedition's journals and maps provided valuable information about the
West, and they helped to shape the course of American history.

The expedition's journals and maps

The expedition's journals and maps were some of the first detailed
accounts of the West. The journals provided valuable information about the
geography, climate, and resources of the region. The maps provided a
detailed look at the West's rivers, mountains, and other landmarks.

The expedition's impact on American history

The expedition's journals and maps helped to shape the course of
American history. The information provided by the expedition helped to fuel
the westward expansion of the United States. The expedition also helped to
establish the United States as a major world power.

The Divided Expedition is a reminder of the courage and
determination of the men who undertook it. The expedition's story is a



testament to the American spirit of exploration.

The Divided Expedition in Popular Culture

The Divided Expedition has been the subject of numerous books, movies,
and television shows. The expedition has also been featured in popular
culture, including songs, poems, and paintings.

Books

There are numerous books about the Divided Expedition. Some of the most
popular books include:

* Undaunted Courage by Stephen Ambrose * Lewis and Clark by R.
Conrad Stein * The Journals of Lewis and Clark * The Narrative of the
Expedition by Meriwether Lewis and William Clark

Movies

There are several movies about the Divided Expedition. Some of the most
popular movies include:

* The Far Horizons (1955) * Lewis and Clark: The Journey of the Corps of
Discovery (2001) * Undaunted Courage (2009)

Television Shows

There are several television shows about the Divided Expedition. Some of
the most popular television shows include:



* Lewis and Clark: The American Odyssey (1997) * The Trailblazers (2009)
* The Men Who Built America (2010)

Songs

There are several songs about the Divided Expedition. Some of the most
popular songs include:

* "The Ballad of Lewis and Clark" by Johnny Cash * "The Lewis and Clark
Expedition" by Woody Guthrie * "Undaunted Courage" by Johnny Western

Poems

There are several poems about the Divided Expedition. Some of the most
popular poems include:

* "Lewis and Clark" by William Cullen Bryant * "The Missouri Boatman" by
John G. Whittier * "The Mountain Men" by Bret Harte

Paintings

There are several paintings about the Divided Expedition. Some of the
most popular paintings include:

* "Lewis and Clark Meeting the Indians" by George Catlin * "The Discovery
of the Columbia River" by Charles Willson Peale * "The Corps of Discovery
at the Great Falls" by Alfred Jacob Miller

The Divided Expedition was a perilous journey, but it was also a successful
one. The expedition explored a vast new territory, and it provided valuable



information about the West. The expedition's journals and maps helped to
shape the course of American history.

The Divided Expedition is still remembered today as one of the greatest
adventures in American history. The expedition's story is a testament to the
courage and determination of the men who undertook it.
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