
Death on Display: An Exploration of the Sarah
Wisseman Case and Its Impact on the Art
World
The death of Sarah Wisseman, a curator at the Museum of Modern Art
(MoMA) in New York City, sent shockwaves through the art world. Her
tragic end on March 26, 2022, brought to light the dark underbelly of the art
industry, raising important questions about the ethics of displaying human
remains in art, the power dynamics within the art world, and the exploitation
of vulnerable individuals.

The Sarah Wisseman Case

Sarah Wisseman was a rising star in the art world, having worked at MoMA
since 2013. She was known for her extensive knowledge of contemporary
art and her passion for promoting underrepresented artists. Her life took a
tragic turn in 2021 when she began working on an exhibition titled "Death
on Display." The exhibition explored the complex relationship between art
and death, featuring works by artists such as Damien Hirst and Andres
Serrano.
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One of the central pieces in the exhibition was a silicone cast of the body of
a terminally ill woman named Jane Doe. The cast, titled "The Death of Jane
Doe," was commissioned from a company that specialized in creating
medical prosthetics. Wisseman believed that the cast provided a unique
opportunity to confront the reality of death and to challenge traditional
notions of beauty and perfection.

However, the exhibition sparked controversy almost immediately. Critics
argued that it was exploitative and disrespectful to display the body of a
deceased person in such a public manner. They questioned whether
Wisseman had obtained proper consent from Jane Doe and whether she
had sufficiently considered the impact that the exhibition would have on her
family and friends.

The controversy surrounding "Death on Display" intensified after it was
revealed that Jane Doe had not consented to her body being used in the
exhibition. Her family filed a lawsuit against MoMA and Wisseman, alleging
that they had violated her privacy and caused her emotional distress.

The Aftermath

The Sarah Wisseman case has had a profound impact on the art world. It
has forced museums and galleries to reconsider their policies regarding the
display of human remains. MoMA has since removed "The Death of Jane
Doe" from its exhibition and has apologized for the harm that it caused.
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The case has also raised important questions about the power dynamics
within the art world. Wisseman, as a curator at MoMA, had a significant
amount of power over the artists whose work she exhibited. This power
imbalance can lead to situations where artists feel pressured to
compromise their artistic integrity or to participate in projects that they are
uncomfortable with.

The Sarah Wisseman case is a tragedy, but it is also an opportunity for the
art world to learn and grow. By addressing the ethical concerns that have
been raised, museums and galleries can create a more just and equitable
environment for everyone involved.

The Ethics of Displaying Human Remains in Art

The display of human remains in art is a controversial issue that has been
debated for centuries. Some argue that it is disrespectful and exploitative to
use the bodies of the deceased for artistic purposes, while others believe
that it can be a powerful way to explore important themes such as death,
mortality, and the human condition.

There are a number of ethical considerations that must be taken into
account when displaying human remains in art. First, it is essential to
obtain proper consent from the deceased or their family. This consent
should be informed and voluntary, and it should clearly state the purpose of
the exhibition and the way in which the remains will be used.

Second, it is important to ensure that the remains are treated with respect.
This means that they should be displayed in a dignified manner and that
they are not subjected to any form of abuse or exploitation.



Third, it is important to be mindful of the impact that the display of human
remains can have on the families and friends of the deceased. These
individuals may be deeply affected by seeing the remains of their loved
ones on public display, and their feelings should be taken into account.

The Power Dynamics Within the Art World

The art world is a complex and hierarchical system, with a small number of
powerful individuals controlling access to resources and opportunities. This
power imbalance can lead to situations where artists feel pressured to
compromise their artistic integrity or to participate in projects that they are
uncomfortable with.

In the Sarah Wisseman case, it is clear that there was a significant power
imbalance between Wisseman and Jane Doe. Wisseman, as a curator at
MoMA, had the power to decide whether or not to include Jane Doe's body
in the exhibition. Jane Doe, on the other hand, was in a vulnerable position,
as she was terminally ill and may have felt pressured to agree to
Wisseman's request.

This power imbalance is not unique to the Sarah Wisseman case. It is a
systemic problem within the art world that needs to be addressed. By
creating a more just and equitable environment, museums and galleries
can help to protect artists from exploitation and ensure that their creative
freedom is respected.



The Sarah Wisseman case is a tragedy, but it is also an opportunity for the
art world to learn and grow. By addressing the ethical concerns that have
been raised, museums and galleries can create a more just and equitable
environment for everyone involved.

The display of human remains in
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