
Countermeasures for Clarinet, Horn, and
Piano: A Comprehensive Guide
Countermeasures is a piece of music for clarinet, horn, and piano
composed by Elliott Carter in 1960. It is one of Carter's most famous and
challenging works, and it has been praised for its innovative use of rhythm,
harmony, and instrumentation. This guide will provide a comprehensive
overview of Countermeasures, including its history, structure, and
performance practice.
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History

Countermeasures was commissioned by the Koussevitzky Music
Foundation in memory of Serge Koussevitzky. Carter began work on the
piece in 1959, and it was completed in 1960. The first performance of
Countermeasures was given by the Juilliard String Quartet and pianist
Charles Rosen on March 10, 1961, at the Library of Congress in
Washington, D.C.
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Countermeasures was a critical and commercial success. It was awarded
the Pulitzer Prize for Music in 1961, and it has been recorded by numerous
ensembles. Countermeasures is now considered one of the most important
works of the 20th century.

Structure

Countermeasures is a single-movement work that lasts approximately 15
minutes. It is divided into three sections:

Section 1: Allegro giusto

Section 2: Adagio

Section 3: Allegro molto

The first section is characterized by its fast tempo and complex rhythms.
The second section is slower and more lyrical. The third section is a return
to the fast tempo and complex rhythms of the first section.

Performance Practice

Countermeasures is a challenging work to perform. The rhythms are
complex, and the harmonies are often dissonant. The following are some
tips for performing Countermeasures:

Practice the rhythms slowly and carefully. Use a metronome to help
you keep a steady beat.

Listen to recordings of Countermeasures to get a sense of the overall
structure and pacing of the piece.

Work with your ensemble to create a unified interpretation of the piece.



Be prepared to make mistakes. Countermeasures is a challenging
piece, and it is okay to make mistakes. Just keep playing and don't let
the mistakes get in your way.

Analysis

Countermeasures is a complex and rewarding work. It is a testament to
Carter's skill as a composer and his ability to create music that is both
challenging and beautiful.

The following is a brief analysis of Countermeasures:

Rhythm

The rhythms in Countermeasures are complex and often asymmetrical.
Carter uses a variety of rhythmic devices, such as syncopation,
polyrhythms, and metric modulation, to create a sense of rhythmic tension
and excitement.

Harmony

The harmonies in Countermeasures are often dissonant. Carter uses a
variety of harmonic devices, such as extended chords, chromaticism, and
quartal harmony, to create a sense of harmonic tension and instability.

Instrumentation

The instrumentation of Countermeasures is unusual. The clarinet, horn,
and piano are all solo instruments, and they are used to create a variety of
timbres and textures.

Countermeasures is a masterpiece of the 20th century. It is a challenging
and rewarding work that is sure to leave a lasting impression on listeners.



Recommended Recordings

Countermeasures - Juilliard String Quartet and pianist Charles Rosen
(1961)

Countermeasures - Ensemble Intercontemporain and pianist Pierre-
Laurent Aimard (1996)

Countermeasures - Boston Symphony Orchestra and pianist Jonathan
Biss (2012)

Further Reading

Carter, Elliott. Countermeasures (New York: Associated Music
Publishers, 1961)

Perle, George. Serial Composition and Atonality (Berkeley: University
of California Press, 1962)

Wuorinen, Charles. Elliott Carter: A Guide to His Music (Bloomington:
Indiana University Press, 2001)
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Completely Unputdownable Serial Killer
Thriller: Detectives Kane and Alton
Prepare yourself for an electrifying thrill ride with Detectives Kane and
Alton, a serial killer thriller that will consume you from the very first
page....

The Likeness: A Spine-Chilling Crime Novel by
Tana French
Step into the Shadows of a Twisted Investigation Tana French, the
acclaimed author of the Dublin Murder Squad series, weaves a complex
and haunting tale in her gripping...
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