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Autumn is a season of change and transition. The leaves turn from green to
gold to brown, the days grow shorter, and the nights grow colder. It is a
time of both beauty and melancholy, as we say goodbye to the warmth and
light of summer and prepare for the darkness of winter.

Louis MacNeice's poem "Autumn Journal" captures the essence of this
season perfectly. The poem is a series of 24 sonnets, each of which
explores a different aspect of autumn. MacNeice's language is rich and
evocative, and he uses imagery to paint a vivid picture of the season's
beauty and decay.

The poem begins with a description of the changing leaves:
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“Now the leaves are falling fast, And the days grow cold and
short.”

MacNeice then goes on to explore the themes of loss and change that are
associated with autumn. He writes about the death of loved ones, the end
of relationships, and the passage of time. However, the poem also contains
moments of hope and renewal. MacNeice writes about the beauty of the
changing seasons, and he suggests that even in the midst of loss, there is
always the possibility of new beginnings.

The final sonnet in the sequence is a meditation on the nature of time.
MacNeice writes:

“Time passes, and all things change, But the seasons still
remain.”

This line suggests that even though our lives are constantly changing, there
is a certain order and beauty to the natural world. The seasons will
continue to come and go, and we can find comfort in their cyclical nature.

Autumn Journal is a beautiful and moving poem that captures the essence
of the autumn season. MacNeice's language is rich and evocative, and his
insights into the human condition are both profound and moving. This poem
is a must-read for anyone who loves poetry or who simply wants to
experience the beauty and melancholy of autumn.

About the Poet



Louis MacNeice (1907-1963) was an Irish poet, playwright, and critic. He is
considered one of the most important poets of the 20th century, and his
work has been translated into more than 20 languages. MacNeice was
born in Belfast, Northern Ireland, and he studied at Oxford University. After
graduating, he worked as a teacher and a journalist before becoming a full-
time writer. MacNeice's poetry is known for its wit, intelligence, and
emotional depth. He wrote about a wide range of subjects, including love,
loss, war, and the human condition. MacNeice died in London in 1963, at
the age of 56.

Suggested Further Reading

= Autumn Journal by Louis MacNeice
= Autumn Journal by Louis MacNeice: a poem for our time

= Louis MacNeice by W.H. Auden
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