
After War: The Political Economy of Exporting
Democracy
The end of the Cold War and the collapse of the Soviet Union led to a
surge of optimism about the possibilities for democracy promotion around
the world. With the threat of nuclear war receding, Western policymakers
and scholars alike believed that the time was ripe to spread the benefits of
democracy to countries that had long been denied them.
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However, the experience of the past two decades has been more mixed
than many had hoped. While some countries have successfully transitioned
to democracy, others have experienced setbacks or even outright failures.
This has led to a growing debate about the best way to promote democracy
in post-conflict societies.

In this article, we explore the political economy of exporting democracy
after war. We examine the motivations for intervention, the costs and
benefits of different approaches to democratization, and the challenges of
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sustaining democratic institutions in post-conflict societies. We argue that
the success or failure of democracy promotion efforts depends on a variety
of factors, including the nature of the conflict, the level of development of
the recipient country, and the international context.

The Motivations for Intervention

There are a number of reasons why countries intervene in post-conflict
societies to promote democracy. Some of these reasons are altruistic, such
as the desire to help people who have suffered from war and oppression.
Others are more self-interested, such as the desire to secure access to
resources or to prevent the spread of instability.

In some cases, countries may intervene in order to protect their own
national security interests. For example, the United States intervened in
Afghanistan after the 9/11 attacks because it believed that the Taliban
regime was providing a safe haven for terrorists. In other cases, countries
may intervene in order to promote regional stability. For example, the
European Union has intervened in a number of countries in the Balkans in
order to prevent the region from descending back into war.

Whatever the motivations for intervention, it is important to recognize that
the decision to promote democracy in a post-conflict society is a complex
one. There are a number of factors that must be considered, including the
nature of the conflict, the level of development of the recipient country, and
the international context.

The Costs and Benefits of Different Approaches to Democratization

There are a number of different approaches to democratization that have
been used in post-conflict societies. Some of these approaches have been



more successful than others.

One approach to democratization is to hold elections as soon as possible
after the conflict has ended. This approach is often favored by Western
policymakers because it is seen as a way to quickly establish a legitimate
government and give the people a voice in their own future. However,
holding elections too soon can be risky, especially if the country is still
unstable.

Another approach to democratization is to focus on building democratic
institutions before holding elections. This approach is often favored by
scholars and development practitioners because it is seen as a way to
create a more sustainable democracy. However, building democratic
institutions can be a slow and difficult process, especially in countries that
have been ravaged by war.

The best approach to democratization will vary depending on the specific
circumstances of the country in question. In some cases, it may be possible
to hold elections quickly and successfully. In other cases, it may be
necessary to focus on building democratic institutions before holding
elections.

It is also important to consider the costs and benefits of different
approaches to democratization. Holding elections can be expensive, and
there is no guarantee that they will be successful. Building democratic
institutions can also be expensive, and it can take a long time to see
results.

When deciding on the best approach to democratization, it is important to
weigh the costs and benefits carefully. The goal should be to choose the



approach that is most likely to lead to a sustainable democracy.

The Challenges of Sustaining Democratic Institutions in Post-Conflict
Societies

Even if democracy is successfully established in a post-conflict society,
there are a number of challenges that must be overcome in order to sustain
democratic institutions. These challenges include:

Weak institutions: Post-conflict societies often have weak institutions,
which can make it difficult to sustain democratic governance. This is
because war can damage or destroy the institutions that are necessary
for democracy to function, such as the judiciary, the legislature, and
the civil service.

Corruption: Corruption is another major challenge to sustaining
democratic institutions in post-conflict societies. This is because war
can create opportunities for corruption, and it can also weaken the
institutions that are needed to combat corruption.

Violence: Violence is another major challenge to sustaining
democratic institutions in post-conflict societies. This is because war
can create a culture of violence, and it can also make it difficult for
people to participate in the political process.

These are just some of the challenges that must be overcome in order to
sustain democratic institutions in post-conflict societies. These challenges
are significant, but they are not insurmountable. With the right support,
post-conflict societies can overcome these challenges and build
sustainable democracies.



The promotion of democracy after war is a complex and challenging task.
There is no one-size-fits-all approach, and the best approach will vary
depending on the specific circumstances of the country in question.
However, there are a number of lessons that can be learned from the
experiences of the past two decades.

First, it is important to recognize that the promotion of democracy is a long-
term process. It takes time to build democratic institutions and to create a
culture of democracy. Second, it is important to be patient. There will be
setbacks along the way, but it is important to stay the course. Third, it is
important to be flexible. The best approach to democratization will vary
depending on the specific circumstances of the country in question. Fourth,
it is important to be realistic. There is no guarantee that democracy will
succeed in every post-conflict society. However, with the right support,
post-conflict societies can overcome the challenges they face and build
sustainable democracies.
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